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Mascot Hotel and Dock, Patchogue Landmark of the 1890's 
Photo by Hal B. Fullerton 
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Louden-Knickerbocker 
Hall 


A Private Sanitarium for 
Nervous and Mental Diseases 
81 Louden Ave. Amityville 

AMityville 4-0053 




















Wines and Liquors 
Large assortment of Popular 
Brands at the Lowest Possible 
Prices and in various size con- 
tainers to suit your needs. Losi’s 
Liquor Store, 170 Park Ave., Amity- 
ville. 








Chrysler - Plymouth 
Sales and Service 
MULLER 
Automobile Corp. 


Merrick Road and Broadway 
-AMityville 4-2028 and 4-2029 




















BRAKES RELINED 
on Passenger Cars and Trucks 
Power Brake Sales Service 
Suffolk County Brake Service 
314 Medford Avenue, 
GRover 3-1722 


Patchogue 








FURNITURE 


8. B. HORTON CO. 
(Established 1862) 
821 Main St. Greenport 


Tel. 154 














SCHWARZ 
FLORIST 


828 Conklin Street 
FARMINGDALE 
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CHapel 9-0816 














Wines & Liquors 


IMPORTED AND DOMES1IC 


Delves Liquor Store 
LICENSE L-1382 
201 Bway., AMityville 4-0033 














SUNRISE 


Coal Company, Inc. 


Division Household Fuel Corp 


‘Blue Coal’ 
Fuel Oil 


AMityville CHapel 
4-1060 9-0012 
Lindenhurst 
5-0178 
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FREEPORT 8-1212 
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SWEZEY FUEL CO. 


Coal and Fuel Oils 
Patchogue and Port Jefferson 











Remembers Water Island 


Looking back fifty years or more, 
I can remember when Fire Island 
Beach was a remote strip of sand 
that looked like a desert. Could 
be reached only by private boat or 
an occasional ferry. 

The Patchogue ferry (a _ sloop) 
left the Mascot, a hotel owned by 
my father’s brother Robert Budd, 
and sailed the five miles across 
Great South Bay to Water Island, 
whose two large frame hotels were 
in view from the Mascot dock on 
a clear day. 

One of those hotels was owned 
by my father’s sister and one by my 
mother’s sister, Thurber and Ryder 
respectively. An outing on that 
ferry was something to remember 
for young and old alike. It usually 
meant a peaceful day on the bay 
and on the beach. 

Louise Budd Edwards, Sag Har- 
bor. 

Note: Wish Mrs. Edwards had 
told us more about Great South 
Beach as it was a _ half-century 
and more ago. 


Mrs. Margaret V. Wall 


The passing in July of Mrs. Mar- 
garet V. Wall, director of the Suf- 
folk Museum and of The Carriage 
House, Stony Brook, was a great 
loss to the cause of history, art 
and other cultural fields on Long 
Island. 

As the active head of the two 
Stony Brook institutions for twelve 
years, Mrs. Wall nurtured their 
growth practically from inception, 
and by her rare talents, journalistic 
experience and broad knowledge 
placed them among the State’s 
leading cultural centres. 

She will be remembe2red, how- 
ever, not alone for these achieve- 
ments, but for her many acts of 
friendship te countless artists, 
writers, collectors and others who 
sought and received her assistance. 

It (the Forum) is always so in- 
teresting one cannot bear to give 
it away. Mrs. Louise Hewlett Pat- 
terson, Lawrence (formerly of Rock 
Hall). 





Funeral Director 


Arthur W. Overton 
Day and Night Service 


172 Main St. Tel. 1086 Islip 














CASH AND CARRY 
Service 15% Off 
UNQUA LAUNDRIES 
AMityville 4-1348 
Dixon Avenue Copiague 














AMITY AUTO SALES 
Chevrolet Agency 


For Sales and Service 
Parts and Accessories 
Merrick and County Line Roads 
Tel. Amityville 4-0909-4-0910 

















Catering 
for 
All Social Functions 
Conventions Meetings 


Anniversaries, Etc. 


PETERS 


176 Park Ave. 
Tel. 


Amityville 


Amityville 4-1350 














Highest Grade 


MEATS 
South Side Meat Market 


Stephen Queirolo, Prop. 
At the Triangle Amityville 
AMityville 4-0212 




















LEIGH’S TAXICABS 
MOTOR VANS - STORING 
WAREHOUSE 
Auto Buses For Hire 
AMityville 4-0225 


Near Amityvile Depot 











Pt. Jef. 555 
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“Uncele’ Valentine’ S mith 


A BOVE my fireplace hangs an 

oil painting of Valentine 
Smith. We have lived so long with 
the portrait that we no longer think 
about the picture and its orna- 
mented gilt frame as being too 
large for the space or the room. 
We have lived so long with it, in 
fact, that we sometimes forget the 
name of the person and refer to 
the portrait simply as “Uncle Val- 
entine’” for I never heard it called 
anything else. 

None of the Smiths has ever 
accounted for the single portrait; 
it seems ‘Uncle Valentine’ should 
be one of a pair. If there had been 
a mating picture I expect it was 
disposed of at a household auction 
following Valentine's death at age 
82, for he had outlived his im- 
mediate family. A nephew and 
namesake, Valentine Smith of Free- 
port, acquired “Uncle Valentine.” 
Upon the death of the second Val- 
entine “Uncle Valentine’ came to 
the next namesake, my father, Val- 
entine W. Smith. I am the first 
non-Valentine to have “Uncle Val- 
entine.”’ 

The name Valentine in the Smith 
family needs explanation. It goes 
back to the fourth generation of 
Rock Smiths when John, who work- 
ed the Merrick farm and lived in 
the homestead there, married Rachel 
Valentine on September 22, 1738. 
Since then Valentine has been used 
as a Smith first name at least four 
times. 

It is interesting to note a proviso 
in John’s will dated August 18, 
1777 

“Il order that my beloved Wife 

Rachel shall have the Use of 

the One third part of my home 
stead, with the Easter-most dwel- 
ling Room in my House and the 
two Bedrooms adjoining said 

Room as long as she shall remain 

my Widow.” 

Rachel died March 31, 1819 and 
this life-right, therefore, remained 
in effect for more than forty years. 

The first Valentine differed from 
his kin in that he was a business 
man and not a farmer. Altho he 
was born in the old Merrick home- 
stead, he did not remain long 
enough to make an impression. The 
big city to the west lured him 


Julian Denton Smith 


and he settled on the very western 
edge of Brooklyn, right where the 
land gives way to the East River. 
The city remained always in his 
view just across the water. Some- 
times he could even hear it. 
Valentine owned and managed 
the American Hotel situated at 
Fulton Ferry at the foot of Fulton 
Street on the Brooklyn side. Here 
the ferries from New York met the 
horse-drawn vehicles from Long 
Island. The hotel featured a tavern, 
dining room, sleeping accommoda- 
tions, livery facilities and_ stables. 
Valentine made his residence in 
Hempstead on the north side of 
Fulton Street the first house west 
of the corner property. The corner 
house (Fulton and Main) belonged 
to a Post family. Valentine accept- 
ed commissions concerning shop- 
ping and business in the city for 
Hempstead and Long Island people. 
It seems these commissions de- 
veloped into a sideline of wide 
extent and Valentine more than 





once considered adding storage and 
haulage to the hotel business. | 
can find no evidence that he ever 
actually set up this branch busi- 
ness. 

Long Islanders traveling te the 
city in those days needed at least 
one day each way on the road and 
a day in the city. They usually 
put up at the American Hotel. 
Valentine Smith must have known 
more Long Islanders, and been 
known by more of them, than any 
man at the time. His business and 
location would justify such an es- 
timate. 

Amy Mott of the Long Island 
Motts was sent to school in Brook- 
lyn. She lived at the American 
Hotel and earned her board and 
keep by working in the establish- 
ment. She became a school teacher 
and apparently made her own text- 
books. I have added her arithmetic 
book to the ‘Valentine W. Smith 
Collection” in the Queens Borough 
Public Library at Jamaica. 

The arithmetic is on good quality 


The Original Valentine Smith, 1791 - 1873 
Photograph of a Portrait 
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paper, hand sewn and pasted at the 
binding. The pages are carefully 
written, printed and illustrated by 
hand. Examples and functions are 
worked out step by step. How did 
1 ever get her arithmetic book? 
You see Amy Mott married Wil- 
liam Smith, a younger brother of 
Valentine, and the two became my 
great-grandparents. They lived in 
the Merrick homestead. 

Judging from the pieces of fur- 
niture and accessories I have seen, 
Valentine bought good stuff for his 
American Hotel. One of his din- 
ing room tables is red mahogany, 
solid mahogany, with a narrow 
band of white inlay around the top 
and repeated in the legs and again 
in the drop leaves at both sides. 
It is highly polished altho two gen- 
erations of Smiths have done no 
more than keep the dust off. Re- 
maining pieces of table silver are 
plain and sturdy. Pieces of crock- 
ery still in existence are Stafford- 
shire. 

The girl who married into the 
Smith family so far back in 1738 
not only brought a new first name 
for the boys—Valentine—but also 
furnished a new first name for the 
girls—Rachel. 

The first Valentine, the Valen- 
tine of the portrait, had one child, 
a daughter who was named Rachel 
Margaret Smith — the Margaret 
coming from the first name of the 
child’s mother. The mother died 
‘when Rachel had become a year 
old. Valentine married a second 
time and the stepmother cared for 
Rachel as though her own. Valen- 
tine had no children by the second 
- wife. 

Rachel grew to be a frail, ,sickly 
girl. She was hollow-chested and 
coughed. The child died of tuber- 
culosis when fifteen years old. She 
made her father a bead watch chain. 
The beads are very small and in 
three colors—blue, white and gold. 
The chain forms a band about an 
inch wide and long enough to go 
around a man’s neck and reach 
down into his vest pocket. 

The gold beads of the watch- 
chain are woven into letters against 
the blue beads as a background. 
The letters read “R.M.S. to V. 
Smith. Forget me not my father.”’ 
I do not believe he ever forgot for 
surely there is something sad about 
the eyes of “Uncle Valentine.” 


Continued on page 174 
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Crd Viust Company 
OF BAY SHORE 


—A FRIENDLY LOCAL BANK- 
COMMUNITY OFFICE MAIN OFFICE 





340 Howell’s Road at Pine Drive 128 W. Main Street at Ocean Ave. 


Open Monday Eves. 6:30—8 P.M. 
MOhawk 5-1100 MOhawk 6-6400 


DRIVE-IN WINDOW WALK-UP WINDOW 
— ACCOUNTS INSURED TO $10,000 — 


Open Friday Eves. 6:30—8 P.M. 














Grumman Aircraft Engineering Corp’n 
Bethpage, Long Island, N. Y. 


Designers and Manufacturers of the 
Cougar S2F Sub Killer 
and the Albatross 


Liger 


Airplanes for the U. S. Navy and the Air Force 














WILLIAM A. NICHOLSON 
Vice President 


JOHN E. NICHOLSON 
President 


Nicholson & Galloway 
Established 1849 
Roofing and Waterproofing 


Difficult commissions accepted to correct wall and roof 
leaks in schools, churches, banks, public buildings, ete. 


426 East 110th Street 


New York City 
LEhigh 4-2076 


Cedar Swamp Road 
Brookville, L. 1. 
BRookville 5-0020 




















Bayside Federal Savings 


AND LOAN ASSOCIATION 
THREE OFFICES FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE 
GLEN OAKS — BAYSIDE — WINDSOR PARK 


FI 7-7800 BA 9-2700 HO 8-7800 


Current 33% Dividend 


Per Annum, Compounded Quarterly 


_ Federal Home Loan Bank System 
MEMBER: Federal Savings & Loan Insurance Corp. 
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(Colonists “Oreasured “Oheir “Crees 


INCE the second day of April 
1653, when the Town of 
Huntington received a deed from 
Chief Raseokan, the trees and 
woodlands within the bounds of 
that town have been treasured, and 
this natural and _self-perpetuating 
resource has added much to a 
wealth and beauty that is still ob- 
vious. That such value was recog- 
nized long ago can be seen from 
the following enactment of the 
Trustees: 

Dec. 29, 1668. It is ordered and 
Agreed By the Constable and 
townesmen that noe _ pipestaves, 
hogshed staves nor any other tim- 
ber trees shall bee fallen or 
wrought up for sale within three 
miles of this towne Because By it 
much timber hath Been spiled there- 
by and soe townes Ruend By such 
Ruin of timber : 

Liter, when the cordwainer plied 
his trade, oak bark became a popu- 
lar product for use in the tanning 
of hides. As the entire tree was 
not necessary for the fulfillment of 
that task, bark was peeled from 
the standing tree and invariably the 
tree died as a result. Recognizing 
the danger of such an_ indiscrim- 
inate practice, the town fathers is- 
sued the following ordinance: 

Apr. 26, 1718. At a_ trustees 
meeting all being present where- 
as there is great damage done by 
getting of bark in this town and 
dayly complaints made to us the 
trustees and for the preventing of 
the same for the future we do 
hereby order that no person or per- 
sons whatsoever shall get any bark 
on the undivided land by Cutting 
down any trees or peeling any 
standing trees within this town- 
ship for this present year on the 
penalty of five shillings for each 
tree so peeled to be paid to the 
trustees for the ure of the town 
and if any person so ofending shall 
neglect or refuse to pay the for- 
fiture above mentioned that then 
the same to be taken by distress and 
sale of the ofenders goods Return- 
ing the overnlush after the charge 
and penalty is paid. 

Many regulations were made sub- 
sequent to the foregoing, especial- 
ly during the time of charcoal kilns 
which were numerous throughout 


Roy E. Lott 
Long Island, as witness the follow- 
ing: 

Huntington, Oct. 1813. I the 
subscriber do promise to pay unto 
the trustees of the town the sum 
of seven dollars & half For one kill 
of pine wood which is to be six 
rood in Surcumference And _ the 
same is to be fifteen feet high And 
the money to be paid As soon as 
the coals be drawn or Else lawful 


interest until Paid As witness my 
name and Seal. (signed) — Isaac 
Hartt. 


Hence we find that not only did 
the town seek a revenue from its 
resources, but it wished to regulate 
the removal of wood from the com- 
monage and thus prevent total dev- 
astation. While it is true that the 
stand of timber has been depleted 
by the cutting of cordwood; fires 
set by wood-burning railroad loco- 





motives; and gradual increase ot 
population; a few of the mon- 
archs of the forest still command 
attention and admiration. 

In 1952 the Long Island Horti- 
cultural Society issued a_ booklet 
entitled “The Trees of Long _Is- 
land’ and on the pages of that 
informative pamphlet are found the 
names and locations of the oldest 
and largest known specimens that 
were to be found. Included among 
these are some that are historic, and 
one such, “The Largest Horse 
Chestnut in the U. S.” is pictured. 
That old chestnut stood in front of 
the home of one of the Island's 
oldest families and it did much 
more than afford shade. It was a 
true ‘landmark’ for the Captains of 
sailing vessels who, on entering the 
harbor, fastened their sights on that 
tree and by sailing directly toward 
it were sure of keeping to the 
channel. 


been determined 


It has not 
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whether or not that tree stood there 
in 1765 when the town “hired out’’ 
the ferry to Elisha Gillet to operate 
between Norwalk and Huntington, 
but it was there in 1888 when the 
stcamer Huntington was launched 
at Athens, N. Y. and came to local 
waters. While engaged in trans- 
porting passengers and freight be- 
tween the home port and New 
York, the Huntington was captain- 
ed by several different skippers. 
One of the last of these, Capt. 
Ira B. Young, often related how he 
was guided into port by that huge 
chestnut. During a storm in 1955 
that old landmark went down. To- 
day's arrangements of buoys and 


markers exclude the need for such 
harbor beacons but, so that Capt. 
Young might forever receive sup- 
port from his former guide, a very 
small portion of that huge tree was 
secured, and from it a frame was 
made which encloses the picture of 
a man who appreciated that tree 
and who went from the captaincy 
of the steamer Huntington to his 
last reward at about the same time 
that his beacon fell. 

Another stalwart of nature, a 
black oak, one time gave shade to 
the graves of Huntington's revolu- 
tionary heroes and we can trace its 
ancestry to the environs of the 
Watch Tree that stood in Hastings, 





“The Huntington” in Huntington Harbor about 1900 











Broadlawn Manor Nursing Home 





Especially Constructed Building 


BATH IN EVERY ROOM 








400 Broadway (Route 110), off Sunrise Highway 
Amityville, Long Island 


Gracious Living for Convalescent 
and Retired Guests 
is]—Recreation Program 
{s]—Rehabilitation Facilities 
{J]—Post-Hospital Care 


AMityville 4-0222 
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England. When the Normans cross- 
ed the channel to invade and con- 
quer, that Watch Tree was used 
as a point of vantage for those 
who gave the alarm. 

In 1836 when the Rev. James 


Continued on page 177 








TRAPHAGEN SCHOOL 


OF FASHION For Results 


TRAINING HERE PAYS LIFE DIVIDENDS 
/ Summer, Fall aod Winter Courses 
Professional methods day or eve. All 
branches of Fashion for beginners or 
advanced students. Regents’ Credits 


DAY, EVENING & SATURDAY COURSES 
Now forming for Design, Illustration, Cloth- 
ing Construction and all branches of Fashion 


INTERIOR DECOR. and DISPLAY 
Courses here prepare students for the fasci- 
nating and remunerative fields of commercial 
art Maximum instruction in minimum time 

Active Free Placement Bureau. 
Send for Cirevlar For Phone CO. 5-2077. 
REGISTER NOW! Our Graduates in Demand! 


Traphagen, 1680 B’way (52 St.) N. Y. 19 








Autumn Gifts 


IN CHINA 
Minton Bone, Spode, Doulton 
Syracuse, Lenox 


IN STERLING 
Stieff Towle Gorham 
IN GLASS 
Fostoria Tiffin Duncan 


And Other Quality Lines 


TOOMEY’S GIFTS 
85 Main St. BAY SHORE 
17 E. Main St. Smithtown 




















Serving Suffolk 


e Massapequa to Hampton Bays 
e Cold Spring Harbor to 
(Gsreenport 


OVER 3() YEARS! 


LAUNDERING * DRY CLEANING 


BLUE point /aundhy . 


EMerson 3-6000 











Blue Ribbon 


USED CARS 


Packard Sales and Service 
SCHARD MOTORS 


Merrick Rd. and Bayview Av. 


AMitvyille 4-1438 
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‘Patchogue ‘Romance of Long Ago 


T HIS is the story of a beautiful 

Long Island maiden of many 
years ago who ran away from home 
and found romance and fortune in 
the big city of New York. It comes 
to us from an article in the old 
Brooklyn Times of January 1906, 
reprinted in the Patchogue Argus 
the following week. A copy of the 
article has been provided by rela- 
tives of the lady, who was also a 
talented poetess. We are indebted 
to Captain Wilbur A. Corwin of 
Bellport for facts that make this 
story possible. 

Annie Jett lived with her parents, 
a sister Phoebe and brothers Charles 
and Robert in a home built from 
driftwood at Old House Landing 
(now Leiga Beach) across Great 
South Bay from Patchogue. Her 
father, John Jett, who had migrated 
as a youth from his native Virginia 
to Long Island, made a meagre liv- 
ing gathering seaweed, fishing, 
oystering and eeling. His wife, a 
daughter of Captain John Smith, 
and their children helped in raking 
up the seaweed which, after being 
rack-dried, was bailed and shipped 
to New York for use as packing 
material, for stuffing mattresses and 
in insulating buildings. 

Captain John Smith had founded 
the seaweed business on the beach 
in the 1870's and with his son 
John had built the first drying 
racks there. Captain John Sr. also 
maintained a large vegetable garden 
on the beach and produced espec- 
ially fine potatoes and other vege- 
tables by mulching with seaweed. 
As a matter of fact, his beach- 
grown vegetables invariably won 
blue ribbons at the annual County 
Fair at Riverhead. 

The government lifesavers at 
Lone Hill and other stations along 
that portion of the bleak barrier 
beach knew the Jetts as honest, 
hard-working folk. They especially 
knew Annie for her friendly dis- 
position and her great natural 
beauty. Summer vacationists who 
sometimes visited the beach from 
villages across the bay also came 
to know “the Lady of the Dunes”’, 
as one of them named her. Among 
these vacationists were artists who 
sketched and painted her. It may 
have been the attention given An- 


HL. P. Florton 


nie by these summer visitors that 
brought about her big adventure. 
Then again, it may have been 
Annie’s winter-time sojourns with 
an aunt at Swan Creek for brief 
periods of schooling at Patchogue. 

In any case, one autumn night 
in 1904 she dropped from her sec- 
ond-floor bedroom window to the 
soft beach sand and walked to the 
Lone Hill Life Saving Station. 


Annie Jett 


There she induced big, genial, salty 
Captain Goddard to take her across 
the bay in his sloop. He later 
explained that he took it for grant- 
ed that she wished to visit her aunt 
on some family errand. 

Annie, however, did not go to 
Swan Creek, a mile or so to the 
east of Patchogue. She took the 
train to Jamaica near which lived 
another aunt and her Uncle Charles 
Smith who gave her a cordial wel- 
come. They understood why their 
beautiful niece should desire a bet- 
ter life than a home on the outer 
beach could provide. A few days 
later Annie, attired in new clothes, 
the gift of her aunt, applied for a 
job at a wholesale grocery house in 
downtown Manhattan, in response 
to a newspaper advertisement. In 
competition with numerous other 
applicants, she was given the job, 
which was to sit in a show window 
as part of a display advertising a 
brand of cigars. 

After a few days, however, the 
wealthy bachelor owner of the es- 
tablishment, one J. Edward Cowles, 





became interested in his attractive 
employee and gave her a less con- 
spicuous position with the office 
force. Soon the inevitable hap- 
pened. Cowles proposed marriage. 
When Annie told him of her life 
on the beach and her running away, 
he said that it made no difference 
to him. Following the wedding 
they went to live at his imposing 
estate in New Rochelle which had 
at one time been the home of 
Grover Cleveland, following his 
second term as President. 

It was a happy marriage, blessed 
with two offspring and was made 
even happier for Annie Jett Cowles 
by her husband's generosity. Open- 
ing a bank account in her name, he 
suggested that she provide ade- 
quately for her parents. He also 
accompanied her on several visits 
to Patchogue and a real friendship 
developed between Mr. and Mrs. 
John Jett and their wealthy son-in- 
law. 

There is, however, a tragic end- 
ing to this story. Less than two 
years after their marriage, J. Ed- 
ward Cowles was struck by a train. 
It was feared for a time that his 
grief-stricken widow would suc- 
cumb to the shock. She later told 
friends that but for their two infant 
children she could not have surviv- 
ed the ordeal. Leasing the large 
estate, she moved into a more mod- 
est home at New Rochelle. In Jan- 
uary 1906, however, she returned 
to Patchogue, bringing her children 
and their nurse and maid. There 
she acquired the Valentine home- 
stead on Carman street, not far 
from the bay that she had known 
as a child. There she devoted much 
of her time to doing good among 
local friends. Among other things, 
Annie Jett Cowles, who had in- 
herited her husband’s vast estate, 
provided a home in Patchogue for 
her parents. 

To quote the Patchogue Argus of 
January 19, 1906: “Her many 
Patchogue friends who rejoiced 
when they learned of her happy 
marriage, now sympathize with her 
in sorrow, and praise her noble 
action in making the lives of her 
own people happy by means of the 
fortune left her by her kind and 
generous husband.” 
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The Old Dominy House 


The old Dominy House was 
eventually taken down, much to 
many people’s regret, but fortun- 
ately Mr. Dudley Roberts Jr. was 
in time to rescue the two most 
interesting parts of it — the Clock 
Shop at one end and the Cabinet- 
maker’s Shop at the other. 

He combined them into one build- 
ing, using as much of the original 
lumber as he could find or buy, 
and placed it on one of East Hamp- 
ton’s old dunes as a weekend re- 
treat. Furnishing it with old things 
(Dominy as much as possible) he 
made it a most interesting place 
for himself and friends. 

It is regrettable that one of the 
shops could not have been placed 
somewhere in the village as a me- 
mento to the Clockmaker. Clinton 
Academy has two of the old clocks, 
but the tools that Mr. Dominy fa- 
shioned himself for use in making 
the clocks have been sold to the 
DuPonts of Wilmington, Delaware, 
to be exhibited there with one of 
the clocks and other objects which 
Mr. Dominy made. I regret that 
they were not placed in the old 
Academy here or, at least, retained 
in this village. 

In recent years I visited Bristol, 








L. I. FORUM INDEX 


The Queens Borough Public Li- 
brary, 89-14 Parsons Blvd., Ja- 
maica, sells a complete index of 
the Long Island Forum for the 
years 1938-1947 inclusive, at $1 
postpaid. Also for the years 1948- 
1952 inclusive, at 50 cents post- 
paid. They were compiled by Miss 
Marguerite V. Doggett, Librarian 
L. I. Collection, and may be ob- 
tained by addressing her at the 
Library. 








Suffolk Museum and 
Carriage House at 
Stony Brook 


Open 10 to 5:30 
Wednesdays thru Sundays 








Island’s Largest Display 


Ira J. Friedman, 215 Main Street, 
Port Washington, who has the 
largest display of Long Island 
books, maps and other material, 
is selling “Colonial Long Island” by 
Paul Bailey exclusively in that ter- 
ritory. Adv. 








The Barth-Hamilton 
Agency, Inc. 
Complete INSURANCE Service 
George C. Barth, President 
134A Broadway Amityville 


AM 4-6600 and 6601 
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Connecticut, to see the old Clock 
Museum there, It was with great 





delight that I could tell them of LONG ISLAND 
East Hampton’s clocks and present Books—Maps—Prints 
a copy of the Forum telling about “ae 

them. With my permission they Paintings—Documents 


made copies of the article. 
So Dominy Clocks are becoming 
better known, and the ingenious 


Clockmaker’s work lives on. ° 
Elizabeth R. Brown, Ira J. Friedman 
East Hampton 


Bought and Sold ’ 


215 Main Street 


Port Washington 


in r + . 
Dominy House Drawings Tel. PO 7-3547 

















The Society for the Preservation 
of Long Island Antiquities has cop- 
ies of the 14 measured drawings of 
the Dominy House, East Hampton, 











E. CLAYTON SMITH 


which were made under the Works Established 1913 
Progress Administration, Historic Jobber-Replacement Parts 
American Buildings Survey. The Tools - Equipment 
drawings, done by Mr. Daniel M. 218-220 East Main St. 

C. Hopping, are dated May 1940, Babylon Tel. MO 9-0551 





and include 11 sheets of the house 
and three of the clock shop. 
Mrs. Valmai Messiter, 





The Bowne House 


Ass’t to Secretary, S.P.L.LA., Historical Society 
Thompson House, Setauket. Judge Charles S. Colden, Presidem 
~~ = presents 
Dominy Clock Story Helpful The Bowne House 
The article on Dominy clocks in Built 1661 


a ee has ge a Bowne St. and Fox Lane 
information that I very much want- : ; 

ed, and I am so glad you reprinted FLUSHING, N. Y. 

it. * * * It’s quite a few years A Shrine to Religion Freedom 
since I went to see Mrs. William ADMISSION FREE 
Lockwood in East Hampton and _ Sundays, Tuesdays and Saturdays 3to5 P.M 
saw the (Dominy) house and her 














clocks. 
Mrs. Mont Hare, ° 
China Publicity SPLIA. Blomquist Laundry 
Smithtown. Couemee 
Visitors Welcome LAUNDRY SERVICE 


The General Museum-Library of 
the Suffolk County Historical So- 
ciety, at Riverhead, is open daily 
(except Sundays and Holidays) 
from one to five P. M. 

Visitors always welcome (no AL ‘ : 
charge) at this educational insti- Serving the Community 
tution where items connected with Since 1900 
Long Island’s history, culture and 
natural sciences are on display. 


11 Cottage Row Glen Cove 


Tel. Glen Cove 4-1105 




















Farmingdale Federal Savings 


and Loan Association 
312 CONKLIN STREET 


3i% Per Annum 


Phone CHapel 9-2000 FARMINGDALE, N. Y. 
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ey Grandmother’s cAutograph “Album 


HEN my grandfather, the 
Hon. Selah Strong, was in 
Congress in 1844 it was the fashion 
among the wives to have an auto- 
graph album and get the pages to 
take it around and get the signa- 
tures of everyone in the Senate and 
the House. My grandmother's was 
a handsome volume, bound in red 
leather with gold decorations. The 
autographs were extremely interest- 
ing and, to add to the interest, 
William §. Mount made pencil 
sketches on the blank pages, at a 
later date, of the old Strong family 
home and its surroundings. But, 
to return to the autographs, Presi- 
dent John Quincey Adams, who 
came back to Congress after his 
years as president, wrote a steady 
hand for an old man. He later 
died in the Capitol. 

There are many familiar names. 
One of them is John A. Dix who 
said the well known words: “If 
anyone pulls down the American 
Hag, shoot him on the spot—John 
A. Dix.’ He later lived at West- 
hampton Beach. During the Civil 
War many copper tokens were put 
out which were used as pennies. 
One of them had the above words 
on it, including Dix’s name and a 
small American flag. I saw one of 
them once but was never able to 
vet hold of one. 

John Tyler, the future president, 
Hamilton Fish, and other well 
known names appear in my grand- 
mother's album. John Brown Fran- 
cis of Rhode Island and Solomon 
Foot of Rutland both had large 
strong signatures which remind one 
of John Hancock's signature on the 
Declaration of Independence. 

The President of the Senate 
signed himself “Willie P. Man- 
gum’. W. MacPherson Berrien of 
Georgia wrote a beautiful Spen- 
cerian hand. James Buchanan of 
Pennsylvania had a plain and very 
legible handwriting. The signature 
of J. L. Edwards looks almost like 
an engraving while James E. Belser 
of Montgomery,, Alabama, showed 
outstanding penmanship. 

Some of them wrote their names 
with the most marvelous scrolls as 
part of their signature. This was 
said to be done so as to make a 
forgery impossible, but it must have 


Kate W. Strong 


been some job if they had many 
documents to sign. Other most 
interesting signatures included Jere- 
miah Russell of Saugerties, N. Y.; 
Henry Cranston of Newport, R. I.; 
Ch. H. Jenks of Bucks Co., Pa.; 
Jas. Mathews of Coshocton, 
Ohio; James Irving of Bellefonte, 
Penn.; David Reid of Rockingham 
Co., N. C., and some whose curli- 
cues really made the signature al- 
most impossible to read. 

To add to the interest, grand- 
mother cut out and pasted in two 
signatures‘°—- one of Mrs. James 
Madison (that must have been 
‘Dolly’) and the other of Alexander 
Hamilton. Where she got the 
Madison signature I do not know, 
but Alexander Hamilton’s was from 
a document now in the possession 
of Miss Winifred Strong. 

Mr. Hamilton's office cleared ti- 
tles in dispute after the Revolution. 
This paper contains an extract from 
the will of William Nichols and 
Mr. Hamilton gives his opinion as 
to the validity of certain titles men- 
tioned therein as follows: 

“I adopt the following construc- 


tion of William Nichol’s_ will: 
First—Estate to William (Testa- 
tors son) for life; Second — Re- 


mainder to his first son who was 
in being at the time of the devise, 
for life also; Third—Remainder to 


the first and every other son of 
that first son successively in Tail 
Male. 

“When I speak of Tail Male | 
use the language of the common 
law. Our Statute, it is known, has 
changed the nature of that estate. 

“The Act of the Legislature re- 
specting William Nicholl’s Estate 
makes no Difference as to the 
Transmission of the Property. 

(Alexander Hamilton.) ” 

Most people who signed grand- 
mother’s album propably did not 
know whose book they were sign- 
ing—Only John Tyler who wrote: 
“For Mrs. Strong with cordial 
greetings.” President Tyler mar- 
ried Julia Gardiner of East Hamp- 
ton. 


Islander in Oregon 


I was born in Rockville Centre 
June 16, 1882, and though I have 
been in the West for over fifty 
years I haven’t forgotten my boy- 
hood days on Long Island. I ap- 
preciate the Forum (a gift sub- 
scription from his brother of Mat- 
tituck). C. H. Abrams, Portland, 
Oregon. 


The Forum is the most interest- 
ing periodical to which I subscribe 
and I wouldn’t miss it for anything. 
George R. Latham, Mineola. (Cur- 
ator Oysterponds Historical Society, 
Orient.) 









































William Sidney Mount Made This Sketch in the Album 
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Leading Real Estate Brokers of 





Babylon 





CHARLES F. PFEIFLE 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Lots - Plots - Acreage 
W. Main, by Lake MOhawk 9-0644 


Munsey Park 


See Wile for 
Worth While Real Bstate 
General Brokerage 
Manhasset and vicinity 
DAVID T. WILE JR. & CO. 
8393 Northern Blvd. Manhasset 667 











Mineola 


J. ALFRED VALENTINE 
Real Estate - Insurance 
148 Mineola Boulevard 
Phone Garden City 7-7200 








Hicksville 





SEAMAN & EISEMANN, Inc. 
Real Estate - Insurance 
167 Broadway’ Tel. WElls 1-0600 





Riverhead 





DUGAN REALTY COMPANY 
Eastern Long Island Country 
Places along Ocean, Sound, 
Peconic, Shinnecock Bays. 








REAL ESTATE 


Insurance Mortgages 


JOHN T. PULIS 


101 Richmond Ave, Amityville 
AMiryville 4-1489 














EASTPORT 
Edward B. Bristow 


Real Estate and Insurance 


Main Street EAstport 5-0164 














Savings Accounts opened 
and Banking-by-Mail 


The Union 
Savings Bank 


of Patchogue, New York 


The only Savings Bank in 
Western Suffolk County 


Member Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation 
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A New Island History 


“Colonial Long Island’, by Paul 
Bailey, is a history of the island’s 
first 250 years, briefly told, with 
more than sixty illustrations. 

The author’s two-volume island 
history, published in 1949, at $30 
per set, has been completely sold 
out. 

His “Historic Long Island’, pub- 
lished in 1955 at $5 per copy, is 
likewise out of print. 

“Colonial Long Island’’, covering 
the period from 1524 up to and 
including the early days of the 
Revolution, has been passed upon 
favorably by teachers, librarians 
and other qualified persons. It 
was designed to give the reader a 
broad view of the island’s develop- 
ment under Dutch and English 
rule, including the founding of the 
separate towns and the establish- 
ment of counties. 

The author is Suffolk County 
Historian and has served four terms 
as president of the Suffolk County 
Historical Society. His syndicated 
column on island history has been 
running for many years and more 
than 1600 of his historical sketches 
have been broadcast. Among his 
other works are short histories of 
the island’s whaling industry and 
its thirteen Indian tribes. 

Saddle-stitched in durable covers, 
“Colonial Long Island” sells for $2 
postpaid, and may be obtained by 
addressing the Long Island Forum, 
Amityville, N. Y. 


Nickerson Data Wanted 


Would like to correspond with 
anyone having early records of Wil- 
liam Nickerson, and his wife, Han- 
nah (Baker) Nickerson of Sag 
Harbor. He was from Chatham, 
Mass, and the Intention of his mar- 
riage to Hannah Baker, dau. of 
Jonathan of Yarmouth, Mass. was 
published Jan. 28, 1738/9. (Yar- 
mouth, Mass, Records.) This fam- 
ily disappeared from Cape Cod soon 
after 1750s and according to the 
death record of William Nickerson 
of Sag Harbor, June 1, 1801, aged 
84, there is every reason to assume 
that he was the William Nickerson 
of Chatham. 

My ancestor, Capt. Daniel Havens 
married a Hannah Nickerson, born 
in 1755 and lived near Sag Harbor 
(Southampton East according to 
the Census of 1776). He was lost 
in Long Island Sound in a storm 
in Feb. 1783, and she married as 
her second husband Samuel Ryder 
(Rider). According to our family 


Continued on next page 


Wading River 
WM. L. MILLER & SON 
Real Estate and Insurance 


Phone: Wading River 4323 
Port Washington 











Howard C. Hegeman Agency, Inc. 
Real Estate and Insurance 
POrt Wash. 7-3124 185 Main St. 





Commack 


Established — 1925 
JOHN W. NOTT 
Listings Wanted, Farms, Acreage 
Estates East of Huntington 
Jericho Turnpike at Commack, L. I. 
FOrest 8-9322 


Huntington 


HENRY A. MURPHY 
INSURING AGENCY, Inc. 
Real Estate, Insurance, Mortgage 
Loans, Appraisals 
Steamship Tickets 
Cornelius L. Murphy Tel. Hunt. 176 


Wyandanch 


HAROLD S. ISHAM 
All Lines of Insurance 
Real Estate 
Straight Path, Wyandanch 
Tel. Midland 7755 

















Mastic 





Realtor—Insuror 
BENJAMIN G. HERRLEY 
MONTAUK HIGHWAY 
Phone ATlantic—1-8110 


Glen Head 
M. O. HOWELL 
Real Estate - Insurance 
25 Glen Head Road 
PHONE: ORiole 6-0491 
Agency Estab. Over 50 Years 








Central Islip 
ROBERT E. O’ DONOHUE 
Carleton Ave. Tel. 6317 Central Islip 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Established 1911 
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INSURANCE 
«Magee Inc. 
Francis Bb. Garvey Robert Snyder 
Babylon MOhawk 1-2600 














Ketcham & Colyer, Inc. 
INSURANCE 


George S. Colyer, Secy. 
Broadway and Park Ave. 
AMityville 4-0198 
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Long Island’s Suburban Homeland 





Uniondale 


PETER P. ROCCHIO 
The Town Agency For 
Real Estate and Insurance 


889 Nassau Road, Uniondale 
Phone HEmpstead 2-6858 








Patchogue 





Realtors—Insurors 


JOHN J. ROE & SON 
125 E. Main St. GRover 5-2100 





Glen Cove 


HAROLD A. JACKSON CO. 
Insurance and Real Estate 
7 W.Glen St. Tel. ORiole 6-1500 
And 15 Forest Ave., Locust Valley. 


Westbury 











HAMILTON R. HILL 
Insurance - Real Estate 
For Westbury and Vicinity 
EDgewood 3-0108 249 Post Ave. 








Floral Park 


EDMUND D. PURCELL 
REALTOR 
Bales - Appraisals - Insurance 
111 Tyson Ave. FLoral Park 4-0333 








Lake Ronkonkoma 


CLIFFORD R. YERK 
Lots, Farms, Shore Frontage 





Homes Acreage 
Rosedale Ave. and Richmond Blvd. 
Telephones Ronkonkoma 8543 and 8859 





East Norwich 
RICHARD DOWNING & SONS 
Established 1857 
Complete Insurance Service 


Jericho Road 
Tel. WAlnut 2-0592 


"BENT WEST 











Real Estate -Insurance 
EAST /ETAUKET 
a island, New York 

a 1.101 Setauket a 











Unqua Agency, Inc. 
General Insurance 
Real Estate 
GORDON W. FRASER, Mgr. 
199-A Broadway AMityville 4-0376 




















records Hannah died at Sag Har- 
bor, Nov. 26, 1799, age 44. 

“Sag Harbor Three Cemeteries” 
by William A. Eardeley, p. 19, gives 
the following: ‘North Haven, Sag 
Harbor Cemetery, in a pine lot 
near the home of Dr. Johnson, on 
the road to the Hog Neck, Shelter 
Island ferry, is buried Rider, Han- 
nah, wife of Samuel Rider, Died 
26 Nov. 1799 in her 44th year.” 

Can anyone give me the names 
of the parents of the above Hannah, 
who married Capt. Daniel Havens? 

Mrs. W. A. L’Hommedieu 
43 Bar Beach Road, 
Port Washington, N. Y. 


Old Family Cemeteries 


Old cemeteries have always fas- 
cinated me as it seems that in 
reading the names and epitaphs of 
those who died a hundred or more 
years ago, one brings them back 
into human memory again. This is 
true whether the churchyard is at 
Stoke Poges in England, made al- 
most immortal by Gray's Elegy or 
is the lonely little grave of “an 
amiable child” to be found up above 
the Hudson River on Riverside 
Drive in New York where heavy 
modern traffic, quite unaware, 
rushes madly by. 

As a family we never spent much 
time in a cemetery but every spring 
my father would ask me to pick 
trailing arbutus or “may pinks” as 
he called them. These he would 
make into fragrant little bouquets 
which he and I would place on 
a Sunday morning, on the graves 
of his parents and on those of 
others he leved. 

To wander about in the beau- 
tifully kept churchyard of the 
Caroline Church in Setauket with 
its huge boxwoods; to decipher the 
inscriptions on the old gravestones 
in Southold where Barnabas Hor- 
ton is buried, he whose son, Ben- 
jamin, married Anna, one of John 
Budd’s daughters and went to live 
with her in the “Old House” which 
her father gave her for a wedding 
present and had moved from South- 
old to Cutchogue; to see the almost 
immaculate beauty of the family 
cemetery at Smith’s Point; and to 
visit the old town cemetery behind 
the Huntington Library where the 
names of its first settlers—Brush, 
Sammis, Conklin and Rogers—ap- 
pear on headstone after headstone, 
and where on the crest of the hill 
lies James Long Scudder, one of 
the native artists of Long Island, 
who was surpassed in his day only 


Continued next page 


East Quogue 


GEO. H. JONES 
Real Estate and Insurance 
Squires Ave., East Quogue 
Tel. Hampton Bays 2-0190 








UIKLEY 6 ORTON (9 
- GOrRGEsS 


“Brooklyn and Long Island's Largest 
Real Estate Organization” 
- 161st St. Jamaica 32 
Tel. JA 6-5400 


90-34 - 








**The Fame Behind the Name”’ 


HARDER 


Extermination Service, Inc. 


Termite Control, Mothproof- 
ing and all other services 


Phone Nearest Office 


GRover 5-2100 HUntington 4-2304 
PArk 7- 2943 1Vanhoe 1-8800 
MOhawk 9-2020 SOuthampton 1-0346 
BEllport 7-0604 STony Brook 17-0917 


F. Kenneth Harder 


Robert Troup 
President 


Vice-President 














Mortgage Loans 


First Mortgage Loans 
Are Our Specialty 


When you’ve found the 
home you would like to buy 
or build, consult us about 
financing. 


Suffolk County’s 
Oldest Savings Bank 


Incorporated 1858 
Southold Savings Bank 
Southold, New York 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation 














Che 
Suffolk Group 


Iucorporated 
“CLINIC FOR 
ALL PHASES OF 
FAMILY FINANCES” 
The Old Mill Farm 
190 Merrick Road, Amityville 
Tel. AMityville 4-6868 
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by the Mount brothers of Setauket, 
is to me like turning the leaves 
of an old and nearly forgotten 
book of history. 

As far as I know there are no 
private or family cemeteries in 
Huntington, but in the neighboring 
town of Northport, where my 
branch of the Scudders also owned 
great tracts of farm and meadow 
land, there are three such ceme- 
teries, and, if we include the col- 
lateral branch of the Skidmores, 
there are four. 


On the Fort Salonga road on 
what was once the farm of Charles 
Scudder a little cemetery, high up 
above the road, has the grave of 
my great-great-grandfather, John 
Budd Scudder. The inscription on 
the red sandstone is not as clear 
today as it was forty years ago 
when I struggled through the weeds 
and briars with my father to see 
it. Although this ancestor was 
born in 1765, he is a very real per- 
son to me, as his granddaughter 
lived in our home for many, many 
years until she died at the age 
of eighty-six. Aunt Mary used to 
tell me about her childhood and 
how, when she was a little girl, 
she would visit her grandfather, 
a rather choleric old gentliman. 
He kept a store and a tavern in 
a big house which still stands in 
Northport at Five Corners, but 
what was then known as Red Hook. 
Once arrived at the house, she hur- 
ried off to the big friendly kitchen 
where the negro servants would 
dance and sing for her. Soon would 
come the tap, tap, tap of her grand- 
father’s cane as he came down the 
long hall in his soft carpet slip- 
pers. But when he reached the 


kitchen, no one was there except 
his beloved little grandchild. 


The land in this section, from 
Crab Meadow Beach on the shore 
of Long Island Sound up through 
Vernon Valley, was the property 
of the Scudder family by purchase 
or grant. Not far from the Sound 
on the present Crab Meadow Road 
on a grassy knoll, gently shaded 
by trees through which the sun 
filters and where the air in the 
month of June is sweet with the 
scent of honeysuckle, is one of the 
most peaceful spots I have ever 
known. Here lies Sarah (Wood) 
Scudder who died in 1738 and her 
son, the old Timothy Scudder, my 
great-great-great-great-grandfather, 
who was born in 1696 and who 
died in 1778, but not until his three 
sons and he and three nephews 
had signed the Articles of Asso- 
ciation, an act of considerable 
moral courage in those days when 
the British were in control of all 
Long Island. His youngest son, 
Henry, who was taken prisoner at 
the Battle of Long Island, escaped 
to Connecticut and became a re- 
fugee, from whence he harried the 
British by boat. It was he who 
provided a sketch of Fort Slongo 
(Fort Salonga) which enabled the 
Americans to capture that fort. 
After the war he became active in 
the affairs of the State of New 
York and helped to write its con- 
stitution. Today his grave is in 
a special enclosure in a family 
cemetery across the street from the 
old Scudder homestead at the head 
of Northport Harbor. The Honor- 
able Townsend Scudder, his great- 
grandson, as a judge on the bench 
of the Supreme Court of New York, 
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worthily carried on the tradition of 
service, as does his son, Townsend 
of Washington, Connecticut, who is 
president of the Center for Infor- 
mation on America and editor of 
its publication, Vital Issues. 

As we drive along the less fre- 
quented roads on eastern Long Is- 
land I often catch a glimpse of a 
lonely little family graveyard on 
a hill top or under a great oak 
tree, and I wonder if there is any- 
one to remember those who lie 
there. I hope that someone is still 
aware of those long-ago ancestors 
who braved the rigors of early 
colonial life on Long Island and 
lay down to rest after a life of 
toil and hardship and service. 

Mary Theresa Scudder, Historian, 
Scudder Association, Huntington. 


Pine Plains and Scruboaks (Aug- 
ust Forum) by Roy E. Lott was 
most interesting and enlightening. 
Joseph O. Deering, Jamaica. 








Benj. G. Huskisson 
INSURANCE REAL ESTATE 


POrt Jefferson 8-0372 


208 East Main St., Port Jefferson 
LONG ISLAND 


Allegorts, REAL ESTATF 


for more than 40 years 




















on Main road at 
Mattituck 9-8434. 


Main office 
Mattituck. Tel. 








Nassau County office at 1699 
Northern Blvd., Manhasset. Tel. 
Manhasset 7 2646. 

Real Estate Insurance 


EDWARD F. COOK 


East Hampton 
Te':phone 4-1440 














LEON R. EDELSTEIN 
Babylon Town Real Estate 
Wanted to Purchase old L. I. 
Maps, Documents. 

630 Sunrise Highway 
Tel. 


Babylon 
MOhawk 9-1144 














Hubbell, Klapper & Hubbell 
LONG ISLAND REAL ESTATE 


65 Hilton Avenue 
Garden City, N. Y. 























SEPTEMBER 1958 


LONG ISLAND FORUM 


SBluepointers Oystered Up-S#tudson 


I N the Spring of 1882 the oyster- 

ing was very poor on the public 
beds here in the Great South Bay, 
so much so that many baymen who 
depended on oystering for a living 
went up the Hudson River to work 
on the public beds situated right 
off the Sing Sing prison. The 
water there was polluted, so the 
oysters were caught and taken down 
to the Shrewsbury River in New 
Jersey and replanted. 

My father, grandfather and two 
of my uncles were among those 
who went there. 

My father used to tell of seeing 
the convicts every morning march 
down to the river and empty their 
pails. There was no modern plumb- 
ing in the cells those days as of 
now, hence the bucket parade. 

After the season was over, my 
father, in his boat, with one of my 
uncles as a companion; my grand- 
father, Ben Abrams, in his boat, 


Ralph a Abrams a boy from a home, all started for 


; ; Fire Island Inlet and home. Dad 
with two boys from a home for came thru the Inlet well ahead ot 
boys; another uncle in his boat with Continued next page 
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Oyster Sloops in Action 














THE “HISTORY HOUSES” 


OF THE FUTURE 


Are Being Financed by Your Savings Bank Now 


MORTGAGE MONEY AVAILABLE 
FOR HOME BUILDERS AND BUYERS 


RIVERHEAD SAVINGS BANK 


85 YEARS OF SERVICE TO SAVERS AND HOME OWNERS 


RIVERHEAD, N. Y. PARK 7-3600 
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the others. Then followed grand- 
father, but his boat was capsized, 
and he and the youngest boy were 
drowned. The older boy was steer- 
ing and was thrown into the sail 
as the boat went over and he was 
saved. 

My other uncle following saw 
this but could do nothing, but when 
he arrived home immediately came 
to our house and told dad and 
mother. I was home at the time, 
and can well remember that scene. 


Grandmother lived next door and 
had to be informed of this tragedy. 

My father said it was smooth 
sailing coming thru the inlet if one 
followed the buoys — but grand- 
father’s accident was due to the boy 
getting out of the channel and too 
close to a shoal where the sea was 
breaking, hence the tragedy. Many 
of the boats were small those days 
with a box of a cabin about seven 
feet square and barely sitting head- 
room. To leave home for weeks 
at a time to make a living under 
those conditions was not a way of 
life to be envied, with a chance of 
ending in a watery grave. 

I have a letter dated May 14, 
1882 from Sing Sing written by 
dad to mother, telling her he was 
writing while his Sunday dinner 
was cooking, and no doubt compar- 
ing his condition there with the 
comforts of home he had left at 
Blue Point. 

Now back to the great South Bay. 
In about 1887 there never had been 
such a set of seed oysters as there 
was then. The public beds were 
covered with single oysters, a little 
larger than a kernel of corn. The 
‘ baymen were allowed to catch them 
as they were so thick it was thought 
many would die. 

The baymen had special tongs 
made with steel blades to catch 
these oysters. They called them 
scrapers. The standard tongs with 





teeth were useless. 

I was a cull boy for our uncle 
at the time. 

Continued From Page 164 

Valentine Smith died at his home 
in Hempstead. My father was 
taken to the funeral altho not yet 
five years of age. It was here he 
received one of the worst scares 
of his life. Undertaking in those 
days had a long, long way to go 
before becoming the art it is today. 
Valentine was given the best at the 
time. His body reposed at the bot- 
tom of a bathtub affair the upper 
part of which was stacked high with 
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cakes of ice. As the ice melted the 
drip was led off by wide pans sus- 
pended and tilted immediately 
above the body. The drip gathered 
to buckets on the outside of the 
contraption. In good hot weather 
one person kept himself fairly ac- 
tive lugging ice in and water out. 
The face on the deceased could 
be viewed by glancing down a 
wooden chute arranged thru the ice 
directly above the head. Someone 
lifted my father up— a little boy 
to have a look down the chute. The 
ice distorted the light so that the 
face reflected a horrible, ghastly, 
shadowy blue. I have seen my fa- 
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ther actually shudder as he describ- 
ed that childhood vision. 

Valentine was buried in the 
Smith yard directly north of Christ's 
Presbyterian Church in Hemp- 
stead, two or three lots from the 
church. Valentine was the last 
Smith to be buried in the old yard 
as the family had purchased plots 
in Greenfield Cemetery. The grave- 
yard around the church in Hemp- 
stead has been converted into a 
park — Denton Park — by leveling 
the graves and stones and covering 
the entire area with topsoil. 

Valentine maintained the family 
pew in Christ's Presbyterian 
Church. The seating was the fourth 
pew from the front on the west 
side of the center aisle. I have seen 
the silver plate on the low door 
marking the occupancy. It reads 
“V. Smith.” 

The first Valentine was born in 
1791 and the third Valentine, my 
father, died in 1941. Their lives 
overlapped by four years, yet the 
span of the two lives covered all 
the Presidents from George Wash- 
ington to Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

The first Valentine brought a 
new industry into the Smith family 
at the Merrick homestead. They 
were farmers — hard working, far 
from lazy, but with never much 
money. Valentine learned from 
boat builders in Brooklyn how to 
put boats together and he brought 
the information to Merrick. 

This presented a new means of 
livelihood to the Smiths and put 
them on the water as boat builders, 
oystermen and party boatmen. The 
top figure in the family in this new 
industry became my grandfather, J. 
Gilbert Smith. His sailing boats 
are still remembered by the very 
old timers—and some not so old. 

Valentine showed the Smiths 
how to make a block of wood out 
of 4,” layers, each layer held tight- 
ly to the ones above and below by 
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wooden pins. Then the whole block 
was cut, whittled, fashioned and 
smoothed into the exact shape of 
one side of the proposed ship. The 
models my grandfather made were 
of the right side, the starboard 
half, as he was right-handed. 

When the model was completed 
the boat-building activity removed 
to the attic of the old homestead, 
the only permanently wide-open 
floor space on the whole farm. A 
line was grooved the length of the 
attic to represent the center line 
of the ship. The model was taken 
apart layer by layer and every di- 
mension multiplied by 12, and the 
outer lines, the hull lines, drawn in 
chalk on the floor. The layers of 
the model thereby provided the con- 
tour lines of the ship, contour lines 
6 inches apart, as the 1/,”_ layers 
of the model established the scale 
of 1” equals 1’. 

While the boat was forming and 








Southampton Historical 


Museum 

Meeting House Lane 
Early American glass, china, tex- 
tiles, costumes, maps, records, In- 
dian relics. Farm implements, 
housekeeping utensils. One-room 
schoolhouse. | Revolutionary barn 
with old Country Store. Whale- 
ship logs, crewlists, etc., of east 
ern L. I. 

THE HOLLYHOCKS 

South Main Street 


Oldest English frame house in the 
State of New York. Exhibition 
of hooked rugs and old quilts July 
and August. 


Open June 12 to Sept. 20 
Daily 11-5; Sunday 2-5 
Adults 50 cents; children 25 cents 
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building out in the barn or boat 
house, constant reference had to be 
made to the drawings on the attic 
floor. Many times great sheets of 
wrapping paper covered parts of 
the design as the paper was cut 
back to the desired measurements 
or form and then taken down to 
the ship-in-building. How modern 
blueprints have simplified — this 
whole process! By the way—loft- 
ing would be the name now applied 
to the laying-out procedure on the 
attic floor. Isn’t that word mean- 
ingful for the attic had become a 
loft. 

My grandfather never built a 
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boat without first making the model 
and then laying it out contour by 
contour on the attic floor of the old 
Merrick homestead. All his boat 
models were kept in a corner closet 
of the dining room in the home- 
stead. They were still there when 
the building was demolished a few 
years prior to the advent of the 
Meadowbrook Parkway to Jones 
Beach which comes down thru the 
old farm land. 


The “Uncle Valentine” portrait 
was painted in 1849 according to 
the painter's own date on the face 
of the picture. Valentine was 57 
at the time. The Metropolitan Mu- 
seum of Art assures me that the 
painter of the portrait, S. Thayer 
or Thayor, was a traveling artist 
working out of New York City. 
He must have done a better-than- 
average job with “Uncle Valen- 
tine’ for he caught the Smith eyes, 
texture of skin, and face muscular 
action. Many people, looking at 
“Uncle Valentine,’ ask ““When did 
your uncle Charles P. Smith of 
l'reeport, have his portrait done?” 
Thayer must have done a good job! 

I wonder if this is complimen- 
tary. Often one of our good neigh- 
bors drops in to chat for a few 
minutes. She always has her dog, 
a cocker spaniel. The dog stands 
and barks up at “Uncle Valentine”’ 
in anger, apparently, that the man 
will neither move nor look else- 
where—the eyes follow the viewer 
without variation. 

It seems unbelievable that we 
know so little about the first Val- 
entine Smith for he must have been 
~ an intelligent, resourceful man who 
carned the respect and trust of his 
community. But, as I look at ‘“Un- 
cle Valentine,’ I am thankful we 
know as much as we do. 


Pamphlets by the Forum 


The Forum has a limited number 
of the following pamphlets, for sale 
at $1 postpaid: 

The Talented Mount Brothers, by 
Jacqueline Overton. 

Long Island’s First Italian, 1639, 
by Judge Berne A. Pyrke. 
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Never miss a copy of the Forum, 
thanks to my young friend, Nancy 
Boyd Willey. Mrs. May L. Beebe 
Taylor, Brooklyn. (Note: Mrs. Tay- 
lor served as curator of the Old 
Custom House, Sag Harbor, 1951 to 
early this year. 
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Continued from page 166 


McDougal came from England to 
act as minister of the Old First 
Church of Huntington, he brought 
with him an acorn from the vicinity 
of that famous oak, and with due 
ceremony planted it in the ceme- 
tery which is on one of the high- 
est points in the town. The acorn 
grew into a beautiful specimen that 
stood for 102 years. In the hurri- 
cane of 1938 it fell, and though 
much was written about it in the 
local press at that time, that oak 
left no descendent to remind us of 
an historical landmark which, quite 
like the first citizens of Long Island, 
left the mother country to come to 
a new and fertile soil. 

There are many trees which, 
aside from being large and pictures- 
que, might tell us about our early 
history if their story was fully 
known. The writer has in_ his 
charge an early map which clearly 
shows an indian hut located near 
the protection of the largest black 
oak in the U. S. Could it be that 
it marked the onetime location of 
a thriving aboriginal village, and 
that “hut” the last remains of such? 
The Town of Huntington, ever 
mindful of the efforts of previous 
generations, has an active roadside 
committee composed of civic-mind- 
ed people whose duties include the 
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to commemorate Bridgehampton’s 
300th Anniversary. Over 175 deli- 
cious recipes reproduced in original 
handwriting. Attractively illustrat- 
ed by local artists. Ideal birthday, 
other anniversary or Christmas gift. 
Benefit Bridgehampton Historical 
Society. Price $2, plus 15¢c mailing. 
Address Cookbook, Box 617, Bridge- 
hampton, L. I, N. Y. 
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aesthetic and _his- 
it is to be hoped 
reminders of the 
stand, shall long 


preservation of 
toric trees, and 
that those few 
past, that still 
endure. 


Glad you reprinted the story of 
East Hampton’s Dominy clocks. 
Wish you'd print others from the 
early days of the Forum. (Mrs.) 
Hannah Ruhl, Hempstead. 
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Liked Julian Denton Smith’s 
eulogy to the Sassafras Tree. I’ve 
been chewing its leaves, buds and 
twigs off and on since childhood. 
Stafford Morris, L. I. City. 

Mr. Blakelock’s list of State 
Parks of Suffolk County, as printed 
in the May Forum, will be useful 
to many motorists. Now how about 
a similiar list for Nassau County? 
Osborn F. Calbert (a newcomer). 
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Fashion in Guatemala 


There is a thriving business in 
Guatemala City that started on 
romance when New Yorker Fred- 
erick Biebel met and married at- 
tractive Janet Stahl, member of a 
distinguished family in Guatemala. 
They met when both were students, 
and the romance staited at the 
Traphagen School of Fasuion, 1680 
B:ioadway, New York. Janet per- 
suaded Fred to come home with 
her. 

k'ashion conscious now, they were 
immediately intrigued by the haid- 
loomed fabrics of that country, and 
Fred began designing textiles. He 
opened a shop and was soon creat- 
ing clothes made of his fabrics. 
With two small sons at home, Janet, 
for the present, takes no active 
part in the business. Fred does 
all the,designing and the Frederick- 
Harold shop turns out custom 
clothes, all cotton, for Guatemala’s 
most fashionable women. A sec- 
ond shop is in the planning stage 
now. 

As a sideline, leftover fabric is 
made into place mats. These are 
so popular they could be big busi- 
ness alone. With twenty looms 
now at his disposal, the problem 
of this Guatemala business man 
is to find more looms and discover 
a way to keep the pleasure-loving 
natives working at their weaving. 

It all started, Mr. and Mrs. Biebel 
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feel, with their instruction at Trap- 
hagen, and they keep affectionately 
in touch with their alma mater. 


Hempstead Comments 


The August 1958 Forum was es- 
pecially interesting with that cover 
illustration of “The Town Spot” in 
Hempstead. Maybe some day you'll 
show us the old Simonson Tavern. 
In his book “Oliver Wiswell” Ken- 
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neth Roberts mentioned the homes 
of influential Hempstead loyalists 
such as Simonson’s Tavern, Capt. 
Hewlett and others. 

My great-great-great-grandfather 
is buried un the Hempstead Pres- 
byterian church grounds. He re- 
ceived a land grant from George 
II or III. It was between Hemp- 
stead and Rockville Centre where 
my Dad was born. 

Mrs. Bess Humbert, Lynbrook 
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sign and fabric both by Frederick 
Biebel of Frederick-Harold’s, Gua- 
temala City. 
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YOU CAN’: LOSE! LILC0’S heating experts will survey your house 
and estimate the cost of ckanging from your present fuel to GAS. If, 
after the first full yeur’s heating with GAS, your cost of GAS for heat- 
ing exceeds our estimate, as stated in our “Proof of Performance” 
guarantee, we will refund all payments made on the equipment. No 
questions asked, no e.:euses given. It’s as simple and clean-cut as that. 


YOU CAN'T LOSE with SAS HEAT no matter what! GAS is clean, 
constant, econ.mical. You’ve no further worry about storage bins and 
tanks... no delivery problems... no sooty smudge to settle a greasy 
cloud on walls, veilings, draperies «ad lamps. GAS is piped into your 
house just like water... ready at an instant’s notice... you pay for 
what you use after you use ii. 


LILCO’S FREE SERVICE POLICY. Your service policy takes care of 
maintenance. There are no moving parts in a GAS boiler or conversion 
unit. Nothing to wear cut or get out of repair. 


BEST OF ALL, you pay NOT ONE PENNY until 1959! See your 
Certified Plumber Dealer soon. Ask him about the Deferred Payment 
Plan offered through many well-known Lowg Island Banks, 





Call LILCO or your Local PLUMBER-DEALER Today! 
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Gen. Woodhull . emoria!s 


I have been looking up memorials 
to Gen. Nathaniel Woodhull, and 
some time ago I journeyed to the 
ty ew Utrecht section of Brooklyn 

o locate one in the cemetery 
oO rounds of St. John’s Lutheran 
2 Shurch on 84th St., east of 16th 


we tAve. This is a bronze tablet set 


54 a granite monument which has 
PA representation of the De Sille 
ag Phouse above the following inscrip- 
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tion; “This tablet is placed near 
the site of the. Nicassius De Sille 
house where General Nathaniel 
Woodhull died on September 20, 
1776. This tablet erected by Nath- 
aniel Woodhull Chapter, Daughters 
of the American Revolution. 1916.” 

Another memorial consisting of 
a metal sign on an iron pole is 
located on the grounds of St. Gab- 
riel’s Church, Jamaica Ave., and 
196th St., Hollis. It reads as fol- 
lows; “On August 28, 1776 General 
Nathaniel Woodhull was captured 
and fatally wounded by the British 
in Increase Carpenter’s house 200 
fect north of this spot. State Dept. 
of Education. 1935.” 

That word “house” was evidently 
put there so as not to shock the 
sensibilities of us moderns, because 
I always understood it was a tav- 
ern, and many moderns think only 
of a tavern as a saloon rather than 
a stepping place for travellers as 
it was in those days. 

John Tooker, Babylon. 


Fire Island’s Surf Hotel 


The once famous Surf Hotel at 
Fire Island was founded in 1859 
by David S. S. Sammis of Babylon, 
a retired New York City business- 
man. It was one of the best known 
beach resorts in the eastern states 
for about 35 years. 
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Those Old Auto’s 


The picture on page 133 of the 
July Forum is a 1908 Model 10 
Buick, not a 1905 Acme. Identified 
by Theodore Hulse of Westhamp- 
ton Beach who owns one. 

The car pictured on page 134 of 
the same issue is the Stanhope 
model made by the Columbia Car 
Company. 

Samuel B. Cross 
Westhampton Beach 
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